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1.1

INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared in response to and in accordance with the
EIS Guidelines issued by the federal Minister of the Environment in March of 2012. The EIS contents are
pursuant to, and will be reviewed under the requirements governed by the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act (CEAA, 2003). The EIS Guidelines were subject to regulatory agency, First Nation and
public comment and review before being finalized.
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Background

Taseko Mines Ltd. (TML) proposes to develop and operate a gold and copper mine located approximately
125 km southwest of Williams Lake, British Columbia. The Project consists of an open pit mine
development and a 70,000 tonne per day concentrator facility with an average annual production of 108
million pounds of copper and 247 thousand ounces of gold production over a 20 year mine life. The
Project also includes support infrastructure, associated tailings and waste rock areas, a 125 km long
power transmission line, an existing concentrate load-out facility near Macalister, British Columbia and
existing access from Williams Lake with construction of 2.8 km of new mine access road at the mine
site(Figure 1.1.1).
The Project is subject to review under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) given the
potential requirement for Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), Transport Canada (TC) and Natural
Resources Canada (NRC) to issue permits, approvals, authorizations and/or licences pursuant to the
Fisheries Act, the Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA) and the Explosives Act respectively.
A previously submitted project by Taseko, known as the Prosperity Gold-Copper Mine Project (herein
referred to as the previous project proposal or the March 2009 EIS/Application), was subject to an
environmental assessment review under British Columbia’s Environmental Assessment Act and a federal
review panel under the CEAA in 2009-2010.
The Government of British Columbia issued an environmental assessment certificate for the previous
project proposal on January 14, 2010 concluding there would be significant adverse environmental effects
on fish and fish habitat but that those significant effects were justifiable in the circumstances.
The federal review panel released its report in July 2010 and concluded that the Prosperity Gold-Copper
Mine Project as proposed would result in significant adverse environmental effects on fish and fish
habitat, on navigation, on the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes by First Nations
and on cultural heritage, and on certain potential or established Aboriginal rights or title. Additionally, the
panel determined that the project would result in a significant adverse environmental effect at the local
level on the users of the meadows within the Teztan Yeqox (Fish Creek) watershed due to the loss of
grazing lands, the Xeni Gwet’in/Sonny Lulua trapline at the mine site and the tourism business operated
by Taseko Lake Outfitters. The panel also concluded that the Prosperity Gold-Copper Mine project, in
combination with past, present and reasonably foreseeable future projects would result in a significant
adverse cumulative effect on grizzly bears in the South Chilcotin region and on fish and fish habitat.
In November 2010, in its response to the panel’s report, the Government of Canada indicated that it
accepted the conclusions of the panel as presented in its report, and, taking into consideration the report
of the panel, implementation of any appropriate mitigation measures, and in weighing the socio-economic
benefits and potential significant adverse environmental effects, determined that the significant adverse
environmental effects could not be justified under the circumstances. In its response, the Government of
Canada also noted that its decision did not preclude the Proponent from submitting a project proposal
that addressed the factors considered by the panel.
Following the Government Response, Taseko undertook revisions to the mine development plan (MDP)
and mine site layout to address the factors identified by the panel and submitted a project description for
New Prosperity to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEA Agency) for consideration. On
August 9, 2011, the CEA Agency accepted the project description, and on November 7, 2011, the
Honourable Peter Kent, Minister of the Environment, announced that the Project would undergo a federal
environmental assessment by way of a review panel (the Panel).
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In his referral of the Project to a review panel, the Minister of the Environment instructed the CEA Agency
to design a process that will thoroughly assess whether the proposal addresses the environmental effects
identified in the environmental assessment of the original Prosperity Gold-Copper Mine Project. He also
directed the CEA Agency to ensure that information obtained during the previous environmental
assessment is used to the extent possible to ensure a timely decision and that the review take no more
than 12 months.
The Project is also subject to the Major Resource Project Initiative led by the Major Projects Management
Office, which works collaboratively with federal departments and agencies, and acts as a single window
into the federal regulatory process.
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Approach

This EIS will be assessed by a review panel appointed by the Minister of the Environment to determine if
the Project will result in significant adverse environmental effects once mitigation measures are applied.
As specified in the EIS guidelines and the Panel Terms of Reference, the review panel will be informed by
two sources of information. For aspects of the Project that have not changed from the previous project
proposal, the panel will be informed by information, submissions, testimony, findings and conclusions
generated as part of the 2009/2010 review. For aspects of the Project that have changed or are new from
the previous project proposal, information generated through and presented in this EIS will inform the
review process in relation to those components.
Consistent with the EIS guidelines, the scope of this EIS focuses on aspects of the Project that have
changed or are new from the previous project proposal and on corresponding changes to the
environmental effects previously predicted. This EIS also consider those components and activities
associated with the Project that have not changed but may result in changes to the environmental effects
determinations as part of the 2009/2010 review due to implementation of the new MDP and mitigation
measures. The EIS uses relevant information generated as part of the 2009/2010 review and from the
previous EIS (2009) as appropriate in support of the assessment of the New Prosperity Project.
This EIS focusses on:


Evaluating all environmental effects resulting from changes to on-site and off-site components and
activities associated with the new MDP and reconfiguration of the mine site layout (including any
situations not explicitly identified in these Guidelines)



How previously identified as well as new mitigation measures will be applied



How previous commitments will be integrated



How recommendations from the July 2010 Panel Report have been considered, and



The significance of any residual effects.
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