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May 27, 2003

Jean Crépault

Panel Manager

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
200 Sacré-Coeur Boulevard

Hull, QC

K1A OH3

Dear Mr: Crépault:

Re: Draft Directives for the Preparation of the Impact Statement for
the Eastmain 1-A and Rupert Division Project

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc (NTI) is submitting preliminary comments on the Draft
Directives. NTI represents the interests of over 21,000 Inuit who are beneficiaries
of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. As such it is NTI’s responsibility to
ensure that Inuit rights as set out in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement are
upheld.

NTI has reviewed the Draft Directives for the Preparation of the Impact Statement
for the Eastmain 1-A and Rupert Diversion Project in reference to Inuit rights and
in particular to the potential affects of the Eastmain 1-A and Rupert Division
Project on the Hamlet of Sanikiluaq in Nunavut. We are concerned the project
may have significant adverse ecosystemic and socioeconomic effects in Nunavut.
There appears to be no mechanism in the draft directives for an analysis of the
potential effects of the project outside of the provincial jurisdiction of Quebec.

As the project will impact a marine area that is a shared resource between a
number of jurisdictions including Nunavut, we strongly recommend that the
directives explicitly recognize transboundary effects, as well as recognize the
community of Sanikiluaq as an affected community. We request that both
scientific information on the effects of the project on the marine environment of
Hudson Bay be collected to address transboundary concerns and that Inuit

traditional knowledge also be utilized in assessing the affects of the project on the
marine environment.

We also have grave concerns over what the cumulative and incremental effects of
this large hydroelectric development project, in combination with existing
development, will be on Sanikiluaq, the Hudson Bay region, and Nunavut. We
request that specific direction be given to the proponents when assessing
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cumulative impacts (Section 10.2 of Draft Directives) to consider the expected
“quality of life and health of Inuit” as well as other groups. Moreover, we request
that specific direction be given to the proponents to assess what the cumulative and
incremental effects of this project will be in conjunction with other potential
hydroelectric projects. From our estimation the time frame of ten years into the
future is not a long enough time period for evaluating cumulative impacts of
potential developments. In assessing cumulative impacts we request that the
community of Sanikiluaq be considered an affected community, and be considered
for applicable compensation measures.

In summation, we applaud the steps taken by the Evaluating Committee in
acknowledging the Hamlet of Sanikiluaq as a party with an interest in
development occurring in Northern Quebec by awarding the Hamlet funds to
participate in the review of the Draft Directives. However this financial
acknowledgement has not been followed up with an appropriate emphasis on
transboundary concerns or inclusion of the community of Sanikiluaq as an affected
community within the Draft Directives. We request that the Draft Directives be
revised to recognize Inuit concerns and to permit Inuit participation in the
environmental assessment process.

Yours truly,
John Lamb
Chief Executive Officer

cc Stephanie Briscoe, Executive Director, Nunavut Impact Review Board



